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The fact that is very clear about the documentary film “control room” is that Al Jazeera has greatly been adopted by the civilians in the Middle East and fully trusts it as a source of unbiased information about the happenings of the world. The film even states that the information that is given by the Al Jazeera news agency gains more trust from the people even compared to the communications that their governments pass across. Among all the media agencies that are present, the Al Jazeera is the people’s choice because of the methods it has chosen to do its reporting.
The countries manipulated the media by making the choice of manipulating the information they receive and being selective in the content the put across to their audience. Each country had an interest and the main reason they resulted to influence the media to conduct a biased reporting was to evoke sympathy from its citizens and portray the other country in the wrong perspective. The instance where the film clearly demonstrates that despite receiving the same information and sources, it’s only Aljazeera that made the choice to have a clear coverage and give both sides of the conflict equal chance in reporting. The other outlets only made a choice to show the injured solders and the wrong doings of the locals but when civilians were injured by the solders strikes, no coverage was given. The manipulation of the information to portray the local as criminals and not victims was a set agenda that was clearly executed by utilizing the media outlets. The agenda had been clearly set to show that the American soldiers were trying to neutralize the war in Iraq whereas in the real sense they were the once that were fueling the war.
A clear indication is the observation that was made on the young men that was toppling the statue of Sadam Hussein. They seemed not to speak the local dialect and an old Iraqi flag was visible in one of their pockets. The men were also a handful contrary to the reporting’s of the western media where they projected it as a revolution of the people.
While covering wars, it is recommended for the journalist to be neutral and ethical. This enables them to give a fair coverage to both sides. A biased coverage can worsen the situation or even give the wrong impression of the war. This will lead to the deaths of innocent civilians who are not in the war front. In the case that a cease fire is to be reached miscommunication can have devastating results. It is the responsibility of the journalist to be neutral in their reporting of tough situation always as it’s their role so that the citizens can have their independent judgment.
Fair agenda setting simply implies to the instance where a media outlet gives outright information always that has a balance on all aspects. The distancing of content from specific topics and coverage and adopting a general coverage where everything worth reporting is given time. It is not morally right to put focus on specific coverage as it will influence the viewers.
The film enlightens as it clearly demonstrates that most media houses drive an agenda behind the scenes. This gives the consumer an extra sense while consuming content from the outlets. When the media has a set agenda it is difficult for the consumers to have a free thinking as they will always be influenced by what they are being given. The film only focused on the demerits of the western outlets without covering the difficulty they face in interacting with the locals and getting the real view of the people as compared to Aljazeera.
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